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Absentee 
Voting 

In some states, people can 
vote even if they cannot 
make it to their polling 
place, such as a soldier 

deployed oversees.  These 
voters use a special form 

and mail it in. �

Ballot 
A form that a citizen 

uses to vote and lists all 
the choices that a voter 

has for an election. �



Campaign 
Chest 

Money that a 
candidate has 

raised to spend on 
their election �

Candidate 
A person who is 
running for an 
elected office�



Constituent 
A person who is 
represented by a 
particular elected 

official.�

Debate 
A face to face 

discussion between 
candidates where 
they argue their 

positions. �



Electoral 
College 

A body of electors that is 
responsible for choosing the 
President and Vice President.  

Each state’s number of votes is 
determined by their population.  
The number of electors a state 

has is the same as the number of 
senators and representatives they 

have in the U.S. Congress. �

Exit 
Poll 

An unofficial sampling 
of voters as they leave 

the polls, used to 
forecast an election 

before the results are 
official.  �



Incumbent 
An elected 
official who 

currently holds a 
political office.�

Independent 
Voter 

A voter who has not 
registered with a 
political party.  

Independent voters tend 
to vote for different 
political parties in 
different elections.�



Incumbent 
An elected 
official who 

currently holds a 
political office.�

Independent 
Voter 

A voter who has not 
registered with a 
political party.  

Independent voters tend 
to vote for different 
political parties in 
different elections.�



Issue 
A policy, idea or 
dispute that is 
important for 
the public.�

Media 
A method of 

communication that 
reaches a large number 
of individuals, such as 

radio, television, 
newspaper.�



Mudslinging 
Negative attacks on a 
candidate that are 

typically exaggerated, 
personal and 
misleading. �

National 
Convention 

A meeting of a 
political party every 
four years during 

which they nominate 
their presidential 

candidate.�



Nominee 
A person chosen by a 
political party to run 
for office on behalf 
of a political party.�

Partisan 
A person who 
has a political 

allegiance. �



Political 
Party 

An organization of 
voters that are 

united by a series of 
similar political views.�

Platform 
A statement of a 
political party’s 
policies, opinions 

and goals. �



Poll 
A sampling of political 

views, opinions or 
preferences used to 
forecast the larger 

publics views, opinions 
and preferences.�

Primary 
A meeting of the 

members of a political 
party in an election 

district for nominating 
candidates for office 

and choosing delegates.�
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Election Vocabulary 
 

 Absentee Voting: In some states, people can vote even if they 
cannot make it to their polling place, such as a soldier deployed 
oversees.  These voters use a special form and mail it in.  

 
 Ballot: A ballot is a form that a citizen uses to vote and lists 

all the choices that a voter has for an election.    
 
 Campaign Chest:  Money that a candidate has raised to spend 

on their election. 
 
 Candidate:  A person who is running for an elected office. 
 
 Constituent:  A person who is represented by a particular 

elected official. 
 
 Debate: A face to face discussion between candidates where 

they argue their positions. 
 
 Electoral College:  A body of electors that is responsible for 

choosing the President and Vice President.  Each state’s number 
of votes is determined by their population.  The number of 
electors a state has is the same as the number of senators and 
representatives they have in the U.S. Congress. 

 
 Exit Poll:  An unofficial sampling of voters as they leave the 

polls, used to forecast an election before the results are 
official.   

 
 Incumbent: An elected official who currently holds a political 

office. 
 

 
 



 Independent voter:  A voter who has not registered with a 
political party.  Independent voters tend to vote for different 
political parties in different elections. 

 
 Issue: A policy, idea or dispute that is important for the public. 
 
 Media: A method of communication that reaches a large 

number of individuals, such as radio, television, newspaper. 
 
 Mudslinging: Negative attacks on a candidate that are 

typically exaggerated, personal and misleading. 
 
 National Conventions: A meeting of a political party every four 

years during which they nominate their presidential candidate. 
 
 Nominee:  A person chosen by a political party to run for office 

on behalf of a political party. 
 
 Partisan: A person who has a political allegiance.  
 
 Political Party: An organization of voters that are united by a 

series of similar political views. 
 
 Platform: A statement of a political party’s policies, opinions 

and goals. 
 
 Poll: A sampling of political views, opinions or preferences used 

to forecast the larger publics views, opinions and preferences.  
 
 Primary: A meeting of the members of a political party in an 

election district for nominating candidates for office and 
choosing delegates. 

 



Election Vocabulary Record Sheet 
 

 Absentee Voting: 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Ballot: 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Campaign Chest:  

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Candidate:  

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Constituent: 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Debate: 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Electoral College:  

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Exit Poll:  

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 
 



 Incumbent: 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Independent voter:  

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Issue: 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Media: 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Mudslinging: 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 National Conventions: 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Nominee:  

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Partisan: 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Political Party: 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 



 Platform: 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Poll: 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 Primary: 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 



Newspaper Word Search 
Choose 5 of the election vocabulary words and find them in a 
newspaper article. Record the sentence that each word is found 
in.  

 Word #1 & sentence: 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 

 Word #2 & sentence: 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 

 Word #3 & sentence: 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 

 Word #4 & sentence: 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 

 Word #5 & sentence: 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 

 
Source: ________________________________________ 
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product. Please remember to 
visit my TPT store to rate 
this product and check out 

what else I have. 

Visit my blog, 
To The Square Inch, for new 
ideas and lots of freebies!  


